	PROJECT: Constructing Your Career Profile



	INTRODUCTION: 

	You think a particular career sounds interesting, but do you really know enough about it to make such a major decision? A career profile is a summary of a particular career, based on research, not imagination. Doing several career profiles during your career exploration phase is a valuable means of gathering comparative information on various careers. 

	PROJECT INSTRUCTIONS:

	Preparing Your Career Profile:
Select a professional career to explore. Then conduct research to complete the profile. 

Use this opportunity to browse the Internet for career information and to familiarize yourself with these resources. The place to start is the Career Resources section of your Career Center which links to many sources of career information. Review your area of interest in the Occupational Outlook Handbook and other documents found in www.careeronestop.org. You will find many descriptions of occupational areas on many different web sites.  You may want to check professional associations for qualifications of respected leaders in your professional field of interest.

You may have other sources of information available to you from people that you know in the profession.  You are encouraged to use them as long as you thoroughly document the sources.
CAREER PROFILE 

Under the following headings, give brief summaries of the information you have found for your career profile and insert this summary into an MS Word document titled " Career Profiles"
Identify the Entry-Level Job Title in a career field in which you are interested and place it into your MS Word document.  For each of the factors listed below, describe your research findings as it relates to your career interest.  Please indicate the factors in which you were unable to find information.  It is okay to indicate that "no information was available" but don't use that excuse unless you have thoroughly searched for the information.

Entry-Level Job Titles:

Nature of the Work:

Working Conditions: 

Qualifications: 

Education Required:

Experience Required:

Skills And Abilities Required:
Values/ Interests/ Personality of Most Job Applicants:
Advancement Possibilities:
Earnings Potential: (if available)
Outlook For the Future:

You will find a copy of the "Career Profile" in Chapter 9 of Career Planning Strategies in Figure 9.1.  Please follow the instructions for completing this career profile that you read in your textbook.  After you complete this career profile, paste it into your word document as a separate page titled: "Career Profile".

Comparing Your Career Profile to Your Resume And Future Educational Plans:
Hopefully, you discovered that the Career Profile that you selected and analyzed matches your values, interests, personal qualities, current skills and projected abilities after you earn your degree(s).  How close does your current background match the requirements needed to be successful in your chosen career portfolio?  Briefly describe your current background and how it closely matches your career profile and paste your paragraphs into your MS Word document.
If you would prepare a "Hypothetical Resume" that you will have upon completion of your degree, including any additional degrees if it is required for your Career Profile, how qualified would you be at that time?  What steps do you need to take to get to be a very competitive candidate for a position in your career profile?  One of the best ways is to assess yourself is to review several Internet job boards such as www.jobdirect.com, monster.com, career builder.com, and others that you may know about in your local region and identify to specific jobs currently available in your profession.  Identify specific jobs in your chosen Career Profile.  Given the specific job description of these job listings and their required qualifications, are you going to be qualified after you complete your education?

More specifically, search for two career opportunities in your chosen career profile and paste these in your MS Word document.  You need to locate two real jobs within your profession to complete this project.  Paste these two real job possibilities within your profession into your MS Word document.
Future Plans.  Given what you discover in this real employment possibility, develop a plan for yourself that would make you a very competitive applicant for this position after you complete your education.  Using the following components of your "Hypothetical Resume": Education (specific courses), Experience (internship/part-time/full-time), and Activities (volunteer/leadership/achievement), identify what your plan will be to better prepare yourself for this "Career Profile".  Build your plan in semester and summer intervals until you are best qualified to enter into this profession.  Use a proposed future timeline with specific sets of activities that you must engage in before you graduate.  Paste your future career plans into your MS Word document.


	Turn In:

	· Create a Career Profile
       Compare Your Career Profile to Your Current Resume
       Identify Two Real Current Job Openings with Descriptions
· Using Your "Hypothetical Resume" As a Guide, Create an Academic Plan and Work Schedule that will Solidify a Match between Your Future Credentials and What Is Needed to be a Competitive Job Candidate in Your Chosen "Career Profile"


